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ORDINANCE CREATING AND REGULATING TI PRIVY COUNCIL. 


“hereas ‘le doen it oxpodient to consult personages who have 
rendorod signal sorvices to the Stato, and to avail Ourselves of thoir 
valuablé advice on matters of State, ‘o horoby ostablish Our Privy 
Council. which sha... honcoforth bo an institution of Our supromo 
counscl; and “lc hereby also givo wr Sanction to the prosont Ordinanco 
rolatinz; to tho oesanization of the’ said Privy Council and to tho — 
Regulations of the business thoroor, end ordor it to be promigatod. 

(The Imperial Sign-Manual) 


ORGAlT™ZALION OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL 
Chaptor I 
Constitution 


Articlo I, The Privy Council shell be the phco at which it will bo 
the Mnporor's pleasuro to attond and thero hold consultation on 
important mattors of Stato, 


4rticlo II, Tho Fiivy Council shall be composod of a Prosidont, a 
Vico-Prosidont, tivonty-four Covncillors, a Chiof Socorctary and 
Socrotarios, Tho numbor of full-vino Socrotarios shall bo fixod at 
throo. 


Article III, Tho Prosidont, Vice-Prosidont, and Councillors of tho 
Privy Council shall bo of Shinnin rank, tho Chiof Socrotary of Chokunir 
rank, and the Socrotarios or “Sonin rank. 


4rticlo IV, No ono who has not roachod tho fortiocth yocar of his ago 
shall bo cligible to bo cynointod Prosideunt, Vicco-Prosidont or a 
Councillor of the Frivy Council. 


frticle Ve.  Thero shall bo ono full-tinmo Private Socretary of tho 
Prosident in tho Privy Council, sso chall bo of Sonin rank 


Article V~2, Thoro shell te one full-time Associato Socrotary in 
the Privy Council, \ho shall bo of Sonin rank 


Chaptor IT 
lunctions 
Articlo VI, Theo Privy Council shall hold dolibcrations, and prosont 


its opinions to tho Emporor for his docision on the undor~montionod 
mattors:= 
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1, Matters which are undor the jurisdiction of the Privy Council 
according to the Constii:.tion and the Imperial Household Ordinances, 
and Ordinances thet ure ospocially reforrod to the Privy Council by 
the Enperor, 


2e Drafts and j..5ts vith reforonce to tho Articles of tha 
Constitition: 


3e Lavs end Inporial Ordinancos incidontal to the Constitution, 


he Amondmont .2 *ho organization and the vegulations for tho 
conduct 0’ businsss of the Privy Council. 


55 Imperial Ordinances as providod for in Articlos 8 and 70 of 
the Constitution, 


6 Conclusion of international treatios, 


7e Proclamation of martial law as providod for in Article 14 of 
the Constitution, 


8. Important Imporial Crd ances concerning oducations, 


Je Important Imporial Ordinancos concerning tho organization of 
various branches of administretion and other official regulations, 


10¢ Imporial Ordinan:ss concorning tho causes of honors and 
amnosty.» 


11. Mattcrs other than those listed in tho precoding Iumbors and 
especially eeferrod to tl.o Privy Council by tho Enperor, 


VII, (doloted) ‘ 


Article VIII. Thous: *1o Privy Council is tho Inporor's highost 
resort of counsol it shall not intorforo with tho oxocutivo. 


Chaptor III 
Deliborations and Business 


Article IX, Tho deliborations of tho Privy Council cannot bo openod 
unloss ton or moro Privy Councillors aro prosont at tho tino, 


articlo X. Tne doliborations of tho Privy Council shall be prosidod 
over by the Prosidont. ‘hon tho Prosidont is provonted fron doing so 
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by unavoidable cireunstancos, tio Vico~Prosidont shall preside ovor 
the doliberations; omi in case tho VicoeProoidont is also proventod 
thoy shall bo presided ovor by one of tho Privy Councillors accord ng 
to tho orfor of thoix procolonc.u. 


Articlo XI, Tho !inictor shall bo ontitlod by virtuo of thoir 
office to sit in t.» Frivy Council as Councillors, and shall have tho 
right to voto. Tho Ministorc my sond their reproscntatives to tho 
deliborations of the Privy Ccowicil, who shall heve the right to thoro 

4 explanations, % ouch representatives shall not 
havo tho richt tc voule 


Articlo XII, Dobctos in tho Privy Council shall bo docided by a 
mijority of the members present. In caso of an cqual division of 
votes tho prosidin; official chall havo tho deciding votce 


Articlo XIII, Tho Prosidont shall nevo tho suprome control of all 
tho buginess of the Privy Council and shall sign overy officicl 
document procooding from tho Council. 


Tho Vieo=Prosidont shall assist the Prosidont in tho 
dischargo of his dutios. 


Articlo XIV. The Chiof Socrotary shall manago oll] ordinary bucinoss 
of the Privy Council, undor tho dircction of tho Prosidont, shall 
countersign overy official documwnt issuing from the Privy Council, 
shall invostigate mattor to bo subaittod to doliboration, shall 
prepero reports, and shall have a seat in the assonmbly during 
doliborations that he my offor noodod oxplanctions, but ho shall not 
havo tho povwor to voto. 


The Soerotarice shtll take minutes of tho procoodings, 
onl shall assist the Chiof Secretary in tho Cischarge of his dutics. 
Thon tho Chief Socretary is provented from discharging his dutios, 
onc of tho Secrotarivs whnell roprosent hin thoroin. 


In the minutos roforrod to in the precoding Paragraph, 
thoro shall be nentioned the acmos of those prosont at the prococdings. 
the ossential points of tio mattors that have beon under discussion, 
of questions thet have boca propounded and of replies that havo beon 
mado thoroto, and of decisions arrivod at. 


Articlo XIV=2, Tho Privato Socrotary of tho Presidont shall tako 
chargo of affairs of the Scrotariat of the Prosidont. 


Articlo XIV=3. Tho Associate Socretar; ohall take chargo of affairs 
by orfdcor of his superiors, 
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Articlc XV, Except in spocicl eases, no Joliboration ecn be oponod 
unloss roport: of any invostigation that my heve boon omlorod havo 
beon propered and forvardod to coach meumbor of the Privy Council 
togothor vith tho docwwnts neccsrary for duc doliboration. 


The orfor of tho doy and roports aro to bo proviously forvardod 
to tho Ministers, 


ROGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF DUSDIESS 


OF TIS PRIVY COUNCIL 


A4rticlo I, Tho Privy Council shall forrulcto its opinions on rnttors 
subnittod to its dcliboration by order of tho Taporor. 


f4xticlo II, The Privy Council cannot roccivo potitions, roprosont- 
ations, or othor corzymnicctions fron the Inporial Diot, fro: oithor 
Houce of tho senc, from ony Govormwnt Office, or from any of 
Japenese subjects s.hatevor, 


4rticlo III, The Privy Couneil shall havo officic) connection with 
the Cabinet and with tho ‘Mnistors Only, ond officially shell not 
cormunicctc or hnvo any connection whetover vith tho Inporial Diot 
or any of Japanese subjocto, 


4rticlo IV, Tho Prosidont of tho Privy Council shell ecuse tho 

hiof Socrotary thorcof to invontigate mattors sulkuitted to tho Privy 
Council, ani alsd to proparo roports on mttors to bo suluttod to 
its dolibcration,. 


In case tho Proscidont dooas it necossary he may undorteako 
hiacolf to proparo tho abovo-=rwntionod roports, or ho my cppoint ono 
or nore of the Privy Councillors for the purposo,. 


4rticlo V, Reports of investigations chall be forunxlod to tho 
Presidont by the person charged with the properation thoroof, 


Ia ences requiring ompotition cuch roports rmy bo mado orally. 
In these ensos the ossentirl points of tho -mttors reported upon shell 
be briofly stated in the record horoin roforred to in Articlo VIII. 


Articlo VI. Tho Prosidont iny Pix tho poriod ithin which roports 
of invostigntion shall be mado. The roports shrll bo properod with 
a3 .uch Cispateh as possible, and no procrastination is allovablo, 


Tne Cabinot may, in rogar to -nttors of urgent inportance, 
adérotss cormmnicntions of that nature to the Privy Council and moy 
alco fix tho timo of Aeliboration thorocn, 
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Article VII, Copios of roports of invoctigations, togothor vith 
copios of necozmpanying papord, sinll bo forivardod to oach ono of tho 
monbers of the Privy Council, st lcoast throo days previous to tho 
opening of tho doliborations on tho mattors in quoctions 


Articlo VIII, 4 rocord shell vo kept in chronologic] ordor of the 
dcliborations to be hol’. Tho rmttorrc to bo insertod in the said 
rocom arc:e 


1. Tho naturo of tho mttors to bo doliboratod upon. 


2-e Thc dato of the forvamling of papers provious to the 
opening of tho dcliberations. 


3e Tho date of actual doliboration, and so forth. 


én ordor of tho day, sinilor in form to the rocords nontionod 
in the prosoding section, shall bo preparod concorning coach and ovory 
mattor to bo submitted to doliborntion,. 

Tho said ordor of the dey shall bo forvardod to cach monbor 
of tho Privy Council throo days provious to the oponing of tho 
doliborations thorcone Tho for arding of tho ooid order of the day 
Shell also bo rogardcd as an ordor to porsonnlly attond at tho 
doliborations in question, 


Articlo IX. Tho Gays and hours of tho doliborations of tho Privy 
Council shall be fixod by the Prosidont. Tho Minioters my, hovovor, 
roquost thet tho day and hour bo changod, 


Articlo X. Tho dolibeorations of tho Privy Gouncil shall be condustod 
by the Prosidont or the Vico-Prosidont in conformity with tho 
following rulost- 


Tho Prosidont shill causo tho Chicf Secrotary to briofly stato 
the naturo of tho m-ttor in han, Upon thic mombors proscent shall 
bo f coc to ongago in debato on the subject, but none of thom shall bo 
allowed to spock without having firet obtainod tho pornission of tho 
Prosidont. The Prosidont shell clso be froo to tako part in tho 
dobate. ‘hon tho dcbato has concluded tho Prosident shall stato tho 
question and takc the votes thoroon. Tho Procidont shell declare tho 
rosult of tho vote, 


Article XI. “thon a dobato on any mattor reutioned in tho ordor of tho 
day has not beon concludod in ono day it smy bo continucd at another 
reoting. But in that caso tho formmlity montiono’t above nocd not bo 
ropoctod, 
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article XII. Doéisions arrivod -t in the Privy Council, vy rosult 
of tho voto croc, Shall bo reducol to uriting by the Chiof Socrotary 
or tho Scerotarics, and that statomont shall bo submitted to tho 
Prosidont, Tho caid -ritton docisicn chall have appondod to it tho 
roc.cons that conducod to ity and, in tho ease of highly important 
matters, co maorandui stating the ossontial points of tho dcbate 
chall acccmpany it, 


Mombers prosont who cntortain an opinion opposed to tho 
decision crrived at my requost tho recoriling of thoir votes, and 
of the ronsons for their opinion, in tho rsports of tho dobatos, in 
tho docurmnts steting the rensons for the opinion of tho Privy Council, 
or in the cnorsnitun stating tho ostential points of the dobate. 


ixticlo “III, Tho docicion :xntioneod in the precoding article shell 
bo prosonto! to tho Exporor, ond at tho sax tir a copy thoroof 
Shall bo foriarded to tho Prime ilinictor. 


articlo XIV. Tho roports of tho dobatos of tho Privy Council shall 
bo signod by the Procidont ond the Chiof Socrotary or tho Secrotcrios 
prosont, in ordor to socurc thoir cecuracy and trustuorthinoss. 


